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• How are modern personal digital collections of scholarly interest being created, 
managed and disseminated? 

• What are the significant differences with the past in terms of format, content, or volume 
and their implications for curators and users?

• What are the needs and views of potential scholarly users of future personal digital 
collections such as biographers and historians? 

• How can their requirements be factored into new approaches, tools and services?

• How should curators approach selection, preservation and access for these personal 
digital collections? 

• What aspects of existing practice can be applied? 
• What needs to be changed? 
• What will be the differences between distinct collection areas such as oral history, history 

of science, or literary manuscripts and correspondence?

• What are the implications of digital obsolescence and ephemeral media for the transfer 
of personal digital collections from individuals to long-term repositories? 

• Should approaches and timescales for collection development and relationships with 
potential donors change? 

• Do we need to be more pro-active? 
• Can we develop better guidance toolkits and services for individuals to ensure preservation 

before transfer? 
• Should we explore methods for continuous capture of collections over individual 

lifetimes? 
• What are the views of potential donors on these issues?

• Are there existing or emerging tools and services in the public or commercial sector which 
could assist with management, preservation and access of personal digital collections? 

• Can we identify promising new approaches and potentially transferable practice to the 
academic sector?

• What are the impacts of legislation such as the Freedom of Information and Data Protection 
Acts, intellectual property rights, confidentiality and professional ethics and practices (e.g. for 
a scientific and medical information) on personal digital collections and the implications 
for their dissemination or acquisition by repositories? 

• Can model deposit agreements for acquisition of personal digital collections be developed?

• How should we address “hybrid” personal collections of digital and traditional media? 
• How can new and established curatorial practice be integrated?
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• Are there new organizations acting as intermediaries for managing and publishing personal 
digital collections? 

• Who are they and what are their services? 
• What could they contribute to preservation? 
• Can curators develop relationships with them as they have in the past with traditional 

intermediaries, such as publishing houses?

• How can we share our experience and outcomes from this research with others and help build 
a community of repositories and researchers working in this area?

Research Context:

Personal Digital collections – the term “personal digital collection” has been used by Beagrie as 
a working research definition to define the informal, diverse and expanding memory collections 
accumulated and maintained by individuals. The term focuses on what is maintained and accumulated 
by an individual, and excludes, for example, information on individuals that may be held in 
government sources such as census records or reviews of an individual's work created and maintained 
by third parties.

Curatorial practice and personal digital collections – to date there has been little related activity 
in major research repositories on personal digital collections. The PARADIGM project by the 
universities libraries of Oxford and Manchester provided a best-practice template for establishing 
long term access to private digital papers of politicians. A major focus of Paradigm was on 
building a digital repository: it could only begin to explore other curatorial issues with the six 
politicians involved. We intend to utilize and go beyond this work, look at other types of donor, larger 
samples and new methods and tools

Vocabulary Relevant to My Dissertation:

Digital preservation – refers to series of managed activities necessary to ensure continued access to 
digital materials for as long as required. As digital content in personal collections continues to grow, 
public consciousness of and concerns over digital preservation increase. The focus is on better 
provision and automation for content backup. Digital data loss research suggests a substantial 
amount of personal data is not backed up

Personal Information Management and Archiving – small study by Marshall et al examined three 
central questions that would allow them to design a service for personal digital archiving: 

1. What kinds of digital belongings do people have and what do they value? 
2. How do people archive their digital belongings now? 
3. What are the central archiving challenges stemming from current practice, digital genres 

and home technology environments that will guide archiving service design? 
It focused on three main themes: consumer strategies and the gaps between principles and 
practice; specific observed challenges for implementing a digital archive service; and overlooked 
environmental factors that must also be taken into account


